November 2019

UPCOMING EVENTS AND DATES TO REMEMBER
December 12 - 5:30pm - Gingerbread House Making - BSS Gym
December 13 - PIR Day - No School - Training day for staff
December 17 - Silver Hugs Robe Delivery
December 20 - 1:00pm - Winter Performance - Early release after event
December 23 - January 3 - Winter Break

FRIENDSHIP FRUIT SALAD
This year to celebrate our community and honor all that we are grateful for we
participated in a whole school community activity by preparing our “Friendship Fruit
Salad.” The children came together throughout the morning to cut up fruit that
everyone brought in and collaboratively made an enormous and colorful fruit salad.
Upon completion we gathered together as a school in a giant circle and combined the
different fruit from the classes organized by color. One by one the children ranging in
ages 3-11 came up and got a cup of fruit while sharing something they were thankful
for out loud to the group. It was a very safe, loving and accepting circle and we were
amazed by the deep thoughts the children put into what they shared. This was a very
special day for us and our second year of this BSS Thanksgiving tradition!

NATIVE AMERICAN PRESENTATION
We are so thankful for EC student Cooper's extended
family who came in and did a fascinating presentation in
November on Native American life.
Marcia Pablo is the Tribal Coordinator for the BLM and
was able to share a number of items from their currated
collection of artifacts for the children to interact with.
Marcia spent time comparing historical Native American
life to our current reality (for example: they slept on
buffalo hides, we sleep on mattresses).
The presentation was incredibly hands-on for the
children with samples and artifacts available for them to
engage their senses throughout the presentation.
Marcia also spent time sharing medicinal herbs and
talking about hunting in native communities. Children
learned about native american trading and the need to
make items that could not be bought in stores.
They ended the presentation with each child making a
bear claw necklace to take home and eating smaples of
smoked meats.
Funding for this event came from the BLM as a part of
their outreach program.
We are so incredibly grateful for families that share with
us each year. Our BSS community brings so many
unique experiences and cultures to our school for the
chidlren to learn about.

STRATEGIC PLANNING

In November, we had the privilege of sitting down with a group of teachers, parents
and board members to discuss our hopes and dreams for Bozeman Summit School.
This was a fun-filled weekend lead by Montessori Consultant Johnathon Wolf. A
lovely recap was written by our Board president following the event (visit the office if
you need another copy).
We look forward to communicating with families more about our strategic goals and
work groups to bring these goals to fruition.

GRATITUDE
As we move forward with the holidays we will be focusing on
teaching gratitude and continuing to help develop peaceful and
graceful Montessori citizens here at BSS. Below is a link to an article
that we have found to be very helpful in navigating how to teach
these important characteristics. The article is titled “Teaching
Gratitude- A look at Montessori Values During the Holidays.”

www.montessoritraining.blogspot.com/
2013/11/teaching-gratitude-look-atmontessori.html

NEWS
YOU CAN USE
Early Childhood Classroom
Oh what fun we have been having! The classroom is bustling with the children’s positive energy. This
month we have focused much of
our learning on the continent of North America. With the classrooms new cultural curriculum we are taking a
different look at the continents based on their biomes and the living and non-living elements within each.
This year instead of focusing on a particular country in North America, we are focusing on the native populations. We
have been looking

various types of housing, food, clothing, art, transportation and cultural variations across various tribes.
Coopers family came in and shared many cultural traditions form the Salish, Kootenai and Pend d’Oreilles
tribes.
Ms. Eloise has begun teaching French to the children on Tuesdays. The children have been very
engaged! To begin the children learned a little about France and the French language. She has adapted a
popular children’s story Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What Do You See? into French and is teaching the
vocabulary for colors and animals. It’s amazing how much children are able to learn in a brief amount of time.
Ms. Nadine has joined us in the classroom to teach the children about various types of rocks and the Rock
Cycle. The children were each involved in making a visual model of the cycle. They absolutely loved it. She
also led the kindergartners in learning more about dinosaurs after our fun trip to the Museum of the Rockies.

BITS AND BYTES

Lower Elementary Classroom

What an amazing first few months of school. As November comes to a close, we’ve
observed many signs of normalization in the classroom. The children have settled nicely
into routine, and we are very happy with all of their progress.
The children are working hard on their Timeline of Life dioramas and will soon be
presenting their work to their peers. They have been busy doing research, building
sculptures, and overall collaborating very well together. We are excited to see their final
projects! They have also continued studying the water cycle; the distribution of water
across our planet, and the specific sources in which our water comes from. They will soon
begin studying vertebrates and invertebrates, and plant/animal biomes across the world
using biome maps.
We would like to give a shout out to Lucy O. and Fletcher! They both chose to participate in
Festival of the Book through Country Bookshelf and won awards for their amazing work.
Fletcher wrote a story called “The Stone Hunters”, and Lucy drew an illustration called
“Backpacking in the Wilderness”. We are so proud of them and their creativity!

ue buzz

Upper Elementary Classroom
This year is flying by in Upper Elementary, and we worked hard and had a lot of fun together in
November.
Alison went to Boston to learn how to teach some advanced math with the Montessori materials,
and upon her return we began many lessons with the squaring and cubing materials.
Our snake, Vasuki, went through a growth spurt in November. He shed twice! The children have
been taking such good care of him by giving him baths and making sure he is hydrated.

Several Upper El. students formed a serious ukulele troupe. They practice everyday and take their instruments home on
evenings and weekends. It is wonderful to see the children teaching each other songs and helping each other learn new chords.
The Black Stallion was our read aloud book for November. When we finished the book, we watched the movie made in 1979.
Students wrote about the differences between the movie and the book. We enjoyed a presentation from Lauren about her trip
toMexico. We got to see photos and videos of her riding her horse right on the beach, just like Alec in The Black Stallion!

we need you!
Volunteer Opportunities at BSS

2019/2020 Fundraising Goal: $33,900
Fundraising Income to Date: $11,605.54
Sources: Pizza Friday, Snack Shop, Fall Festival and Read-a-Thon

Gingerbread House Making
Thursday, December 12th at 5:30 pm, join us in the BSS gym for
a fun night of gingerbread house making!
We will have all of the sweet treats you need to construct and
decorate a gingerbread house - from simple and classic to the
most elaborate!
This is a fun time to get together with other families and enjoy
this lovely time of your while supporting Bozeman Summit
School.
$20 for the first child in each family
$5 for each additional child

Current Needs:

Upcoming Events
on our
Fundraising
Calendar
December:
Gingerbread House
Making
January:
Family Night Out Dinner
February:
Love 'em or Leave 'em 5k
April:
Silent Auction

Love 'em or Leave 'em 5k Race Sponsors
If you own or are part of a local organization that would like to sponsor our Love 'em or
Leave 'em 5k, please reach out to Alicia in the office for more information on sponsor tiers
and incentives.

Winter Program Decorations

Is there anything your
family would like to see
us do for fundraising?

We will need a few parents who are interested in setting up a lovely winter backdrop for
our winter performance on December 20th. Speak with Tamela in the office for more
information.

Family Night Out Dinner Locations
We are in need of a location for our first family night out dinner in January. Reach out to
Alicia in the office if you can help set up this event!

Library Helpers

Volunteer Spotlight
Thank you Staci Abel, Kristen
Nichols and Chellese
Stamson for volunteering to
organize the Gingerbread
House event!

Check this section each month for more ways to get
involved!

