January 2020

RE-ENROLLMENT GOING ON NOW!
All BSS families should have received their reenrollment packets. We will open enrollment to
new families on Feb. 18th - if we have not
received your tuition contracts back by this time
we can not guarentee a place for your child next
year. We would love to see everyone again next
year, so please get your contracts back to us!

DATES TO REMEMBER
February 8 - Love 'em or Leave 'em 5k
February 13 - Expert Night
February 17 - No School - President's Day
February 18 - Open Enrollment Begins
February Perk Ups are going on all month! Check
the calendar for fun ways to show your spirit!

BOZEMAN SYMPHONY VISIT

INDEPENDENCE IN MONTESSORI

We are grateful to have had members of the
Bozeman Symphony visit us earlier this month for a
fun and interactive event for all of our students! The
children were able to touch and interact with items
and listen and move to music.
We are so fortunate to have access to so many
wonderful resources in our Bozeman community.

Students that attend Montessori schools are encouraged to be independent in every
aspect of their life from the Early Childhood classroom to the Upper Elementary. They
are constantly given opportunities to make choices about their lessons, how to
manage their day, social interactions and responsibilities. The freedom of choice that is
offered is with the understanding that there are also some rules linked with the freedom.
At BSS we sometimes refer to this as “structured freedom” This is where the child can
choose their work but it is still under the guidance of the teacher making sure that each
subject area is being explored and the correct amount of work is being done daily,
weekly, monthly to continue building upon the skills and progressing through the
curriculum. The approach requires consistency from the adults, as well as an
understanding that children need to be shown, helped, reminded and given time to
undertake their individual tasks. Children from a young age are very capable of being
independent and continue to hone in on these skills throughout their Montessori
journey.

BOZEMAN ART MUSEUM PARTNERSHIP
TO LEARN MORE
ABOUT THE
BOZEMAN ART
MUSEUM AND THEIR
MISSION AND GOALS,
VISIT:
WWW.BOZEMANART
MUSEUM.ORG

We are excited to share that we are adding more art to our already robust
curriculum! We are partnering with the BAM for a six week interactive Art
experience. The BAM's focus is on creativity, collaboration and community.
The art program at BAM "is not just colors, paper, and free-styling; it is a cound art
program that teaches chidlren how to draw and other aspects of art creation. We
researched numerous art curriculums and decided to create a customized
approach based on the classical skills of DaVinci Initiative teachings, the Mona
Brookes 'Monart" lessons, and Betty Edwards which address the teaching of the
language of art."
Vision: To create an American Alliance of Museums accredited Art Museum where
people of all ages can come together to experience the transformative power of
art.
Mission: To inspire and foster creativity and love of art through high-quality exhibits,
programs, classes and lectures.
BAM is offering this amazing opportunity to our school at no charge in hopes of
getting more art education into the hands of our students and we are grateful and
thrilled for the opportunity!

NEWS
YOU CAN USE
Early Childhood Classroom
This past month the children have been introduced to the continent of South America. We have taken a closer look at the
Amazon Rainforest, the country of Chile and the wetland regions. They were really excited as they learned about the various
living components of a few biomes, especially the tropical rainforest in the northern portion of the continent.
The narrow country of Chile was also of great interest. They loved learning about the driest desert, the southernmost country
in the world, the astonishing number of volcanoes and the mountainous regions which make up this spectacular country. Ask
your child what they learned so far about South America and Chili.
Ms. Emily is doing STEM activities with the children a couple times a month. This month she focused on the science behind the
formation and structure of snowflakes and the two types of volcanos. The children made models of snowflakes using
toothpicks and marshmallows, yum! They also used a variety of materials to create two different types of volcanos in the
snow.
We are having fun and loving learning in the EC classroom. The children are looking forward to a month of fun with the
February PerkUps. We can’t wait to show you what your child is up to at Expert Night! Feel free to drop us a line, volunteer to
read or let us know if you’d like to join us for lunch.

BITS AND BYTES

Lower Elementary Classroom
This month in the Lower El, we have covered many new topics in both cultural subjects
and writers workshop. We finished up our penpal letters with attaching photos of the
children, and taught them how to address a letter. They have been sent off to Hawaii and
the children are eagerly awaiting for responses!
We dove a bit deeper into the timeline of early humans and compared to that of other
mammals. The children learned how to compare and contrast using a venn diagram.
We have begun our studies on Asia, starting with learning about important landmarks.
This was a request by the children.
We also covered the study of lines which tied in with our first art lesson from members of
the Bozeman Art Museum. In place of Spanish, visitors from the art museum have been
coming in to teach the children about different elements of art. Their first lesson was on
lines. The children are loving the extra creative time in their days!

ue
buzz
Upper Elementary Classroom
The Secret Garden - January has been a busy month in the UE. We are in love with our book,
The Secret Garden, and we are almost finished. We have been growing bulbs and propagating
plants indoors in honor of this story. The students have been illustrating their favorite scenes,
characters, or chapters from the book, and we now have a big book of literature inspired art.
Visit from Fran - We enjoyed a visit from our alum friend Fran, who is now in sixth grade at C.J.
It was interesting to see her math homework and to get a peek at what some of our students
have to look forward to next year. It is always such a treat to spend time with our graduates.
Goodbye Ian - We said goodbye to our friend and teacher, Ian this month. We had a fun party
with treats and music and we all shared stories, gave gifts, and wrote letters to see our dear
friend off. We wish him luck!
Native American Crafts with Jaya - Jaya King of the Blackfeet Tribe came to visit our class for
two days and we had a wonderful time learning with her. Jaya is an elementary CAP mentor in
Bozeman who is enjoying a gap year before she goes to Boston for college in the Fall. Jaya
taught our class about Blackfeet painted tipis and helped us create our own painted tipis. It
was fascinating to learn about the different symbols used by the Blackfeet people to paint
their tipis after interpreting important dreams or spiritual experiences. Jaya also led us in a
beautiful beading project. Thank you, Jaya!

we need you!
Volunteer Opportunities at BSS

2019/2020 Fundraising Goal: $33,900
Fundraising Income to Date: $17,615.08
Upcoming Events: Love 'em or Leave 'em 5k, Red Tractor Silent
Auction

Pizza Friday
January was the start of the second half of the year for Pizza
Friday. If you only paid for the first half of the year, please get
in touch with Nadine to confirm your child's participation in
Pizza Friday through June.

Hot Lunch Survey
You should have received a Hot Lunch Survey in your reenrollment packets. As we consider how to move forward with
this program, the feedback from families is incredibly
valuable. We hope to get responses from as many families as
possible. Please return these forms with your contracts.

Our Love 'em or Leave 'em 5k is a
family-friendly event. We would love to see all
of our BSS students out on the course! We will
have a course sweeper to ensure everyone
makes it back safely and we encourage parents
to have their kids partner with a friend to run
or walk the course together!

Current Needs
5k Runners - sign up now
to run the Love 'em or
Leave 'em 5k in
February!
Family Night Out Dinner
Organizer - talk to Alicia
for more information.
Red Tractor Silent
Auction - we are looking
for parents to support
this fundraiser and/or
make in-kind donations
for the auction. This can
be a week at your
vacation rental, a class
that you teach, items you
sell and more!

Square 1 Art
There's still time!
Though we are past our
deadline to get your art
before the holidays, you can
still go online and order!

Check this section each month for more ways to get
involved!

